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“THE CHILDREN OF LIGHT”
Devin Dean

INTRODUCTION1

“Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are
not of the night, nor of darkness” (1 Thess. 5:5). What greater metaphor
could be used to describe the difference between right and wrong, good
and evil, and God and Satan? Darkness has been, and always will be,
a thing associated with fear and evil. Why is it that crime happens
mostly at night? Why is it that security lights are installed to remove
the darkness? Why is it that many children desire a light to comfort
them at night? What do “creatures of the night” do when exposed to
light? Night and day, darkness and light, cannot coexist; they are
mutually exclusive. God uses this principle to show the stark contrast
between those who are His children and those who are Satan’s children.
In this chapter, the children of light are explored in three main areas:

I. THE SOURCE IS LIGHT—THE CHILDREN OF LIGHT ARE
SHINED ON

II. THE SALVATION IS LIGHT—THE CHILDREN OF LIGHT
ARE SHINED IN

III. THE SERVICE IS LIGHT—THE CHILDREN OF LIGHT ARE
SHINING OUT

THE SOURCE IS LIGHT—
THE CHILDREN OF LIGHT ARE SHINED ON

1 Thessalonians 5:5 gives four terms for us to examine: 1) The
children of light, 2) the children of the day, 3) the night, and 4)
darkness. What do these terms mean? What are the distinctions of these
terms? Said another way, why did Paul say what he said? First, the
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principle of light being divided from darkness—that darkness and light
cannot coexist—is as old as the earth itself. Moses said:

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And the
earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the
face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of
the waters. And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.
And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the
light from the darkness. And God called the light Day, and the
darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were
the first day (Gen. 1:1-5).

Second, this physical truth—darkness and light cannot coex-
ist—was used by John to describe the arrival and mission of the Christ,
giving a spiritual definition to light and darkness. John stated:

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God.
All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing
made that was made. In him was life; and the life was the light
of men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness
comprehended it not. There was a man sent from God, whose
name was John. The same came for a witness, to bear witness of
the Light, that all men through him might believe. He was not
that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was
the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the
world (Jn. 1:1-9).

Christ is that true Light, and He is the life of men (Jn. 14:6). The
children of light are “of light” because He is the Light “which lighteth
every man that cometh into the world.” Verifying the interpretation and
usage of the creation of light to the introduction of the true Light, Paul
penned:

[T]he god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which
believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is
the image of God, should shine unto them ... For God, who
commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 4:4, 6).

Paul used the terms “children of light” and “children of the day”
because our source is the true Light.

Does Paul’s repetition of terms have any significance? Why did
Paul use both “the children of light” (that one is obvious, we belong to
the Light) and “the children of the day”? Robertson, citing Deissmann,
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indicates that it is a “Hebraism.”2 Explaining the literary nature of a
“Hebraism,” Wanamaker illustrates: “The combination of ‘son of’ used
in a figurative sense with a descriptive or possessive genitive is a
Hebraism (see BDF §162.6; Turner, Syntax, 207f.) reflective of a
patriarchal society.”3 The Pulpit Commentary summarizes this
particular line of reasoning with its comment:

Ver. 5.—Ye are all the children of the light, and the children of
the day. Hebraistic expressions denoting, Ye all belong to the
light and to the day. An affirmation, strengthening the previous
declaration. The light and the day are synonymous expres-
sions—the day being the period of light, as opposed to the night
and darkness. We are not of the night, nor of darkness; rendering
the positive assertion more emphatic.4

Wanamaker brings forth the most important thought one can have
in an approach to Scripture, saying: “The association of light with day
makes the connection of the two in v. 5 a natural one, but the metaphor
‘sons of the day’ in the context cannot be divorced from the theme of
the passage, the day of the Lord.”5 Paul began the context under
discussion at 1 Thessalonians 4:13. “[T]he day of the Lord” (1 Thess.
5:2) is coming. Those who are “the children of light”—those who
follow the true Light—are also “the children of the day”—they are
prepared for the coming “day of the Lord.” Their preparation means
that “the day of the Lord” will not come upon them as it does the
world. Where “the day of the Lord” will mean death and destruction for
the world, it means life and liberty for the child of God.

Melson’s chart shows the distinctions and differences in Paul’s
usage of these terms:6
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With this knowledge, the “children of light” are to live as “the children
of the day”—in a constant state of readiness, prepared for the Lord’s
return. Thus, they will not be as those of darkness, those who live in the
night destined for eternal night (Mt. 25:30).

The children of light are the children of the day. They understand
the meaning of the Lord’s statement: “I am come a light into the world,
that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in darkness” (Jn.
12:46). Furthermore, they comprehend His offer: “I am the light of the
world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have
the light of life” (Jn. 8:12). He is their source, He is the true Light, and
they are His children.

THE SALVATION IS LIGHT—
THE CHILDREN OF LIGHT ARE SHINED IN

How does the Source that shines upon all men become “the life” to
the children of light? The Source gave Paul a mission to the Gentiles
and all men. That mission was “to open their eyes, that they may turn
from darkness to light and from the power of Satan unto God, that they
may receive remission of sins and an inheritance among them that are
sanctified by faith in me” (Acts 26:18, ASV). Paul used the metaphors
of light and darkness once again and left no question as to its meaning.
Darkness is that “power of Satan,” and light is what is offered by
God—remission, inheritance, and sanctification. Paul’s imagery here
exemplifies what was noted from 1 Thessalonians 5:5. Paul tells all that
there is a way to go from being in darkness to being in the light.
Concerning Acts 26:18, Jackson aptly states:

The purpose of Paul’s ministry would be to “open [the] eyes” of
those who staggered in spiritual darkness—the darkness caused
by Satan’s malevolent sway—and to influence them to turn
(present—a constant challenge) unto God. One cannot turn
“from” Satan and “unto” God until his eyes of perception are
opened, and this is accomplished only by an exposure to divine
revelation (as now manifested in biblical truth). The knowledge
of truth, when surrendered to (Gal. 5:7), sets one free (Jn. 8:32).
The design of all this, of course, is that folks may “receive
remission of sins and an inheritance among them that are
sanctified by faith” in Christ.7

How then does one who is in darkness “turn on the light”? First, he
must hear the Word of God. One must be exposed to the Light. That
Light is the Word, and that Word came to this world in the flesh to
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provide man with the Truth and “taketh away the sin of the world” (Jn.
1:1-29). He, that Light, the Word, the Lamb, is the One Who is able
(being the Light) to make one a child of light.

Yet, a person can understand from living in this world that if he is
not pleasing to his father he can be removed from his father’s will and
lose his inheritance. How does one gain the father’s inheritance? By
continuing to do those things which are pleasing to his father. How
does one become a child of light, a joint-heir of the Light (Rom. 8:17)?
By doing those things that are pleasing to the Heavenly Father! Where
are those things found? Only within the Word of God. Paul made this
clear when he said: “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by
the word of God” (Rom. 10:17).

Second, Paul’s mentioning of “faith” in the Romans 10 context
shows that “faith” is something one must have to become, and continue
to be, a child of light. Hebrews 11 proves that this has been so
throughout Biblical history. Showing that faith is absolutely necessary
for one to be a child of light, Hebrews 11:6 declares: “But without faith
it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe
that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him”
(Heb. 11:6). Again, this exposure was described as necessary when
Paul penned: “But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: In
whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which
believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the
image of God, should shine unto them” (2 Cor. 4:3-4).

The Gospel can be hid, but it has tremendous power when it shines
into men. In 2 Corinthians 4:6, Paul further articulates: “For God, who
commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts,
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Jesus Christ.” Thus, the Gospel is the knowledge of the Jesus Christ
which is shined into a man’s heart. How powerful is that Gospel? Paul
answers: “I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power
of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and
also to the Greek. For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from
faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith” (Rom. 1:16-
17). What God has shined out, if it is not hidden and is allowed to shine
in, can produce salvation to the one who will live by the faith it brings!

Third, the one who has heard God’s will, and who desires to please
Him, will “turn” from darkness to light—that is, he will repent.
Repentance is that change of mind which, in turn, leads to a change in
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actions, the reformation of one’s life. The one who is willing (for it is
one’s choice, cf. Acts 26:18—“that they may”) to “turn ... from
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God” receives
something. How does one turn to God? And what does that one
receive? The answers to these questions will be discussed later.

Fourth, the one who will turn to God will do what is pleasing to
God. Paul said:

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,
which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this
world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will
of God (Rom. 12:1-2).

What pleases God is for the one who is shined on to become the one
who is shined in and saved? Confession is certainly a necessity for one
if he is to turn from darkness to light and become a child of God. About
confession, Paul informs: “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him
from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth
unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation” (Rom. 10:9-10). The importance and necessity of confession
was made clear when Jesus said: “Whosoever therefore shall confess
me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in
heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny
before my Father which is in heaven” (Mt. 10:32-33).

Confession is a necessity to please God, but more than confession
is required. In fact, more (than hearing, believing, repenting, and
confessing) is required if one is to be found pleasing to God. To be
pleasing to God, a person must “prove what is that good, and accept-
able, and perfect, will of God” (Rom. 12:2). Moreover, one cannot
merely pick and choose what he wishes to do in his obedience to God.
That will not do. One must submit to God’s complete will. The same
God Who calls on one to hear, believe, repent, and confess also
requires for everyone to be baptized (cf. “be baptized every one of
you,” Acts 2:38). Laying out the spiritual nature of baptism and what
occurs in that act of obedience, Paul explained:

Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus
Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried
with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up
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from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together in
the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his
resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with
him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we
should not serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin. Now
if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with
him: Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no
more; death hath no more dominion over him (Rom. 6:3-9).

When one submits to baptism as described here, he arises from that
watery grave a new creature, one who lives for Christ and has become
a child of light (2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 2:20; 3:26-27; Eph. 5:8).

Acts 26:18 identifies those things given to the child of light as the
“forgiveness of sins” and an “inheritance among them which are
sanctified by faith that is in” Christ. Roman 6:23 and Acts 26:18
correspond to one another. “Forgiveness of sins” equates to salvation
from death for “the wages of sin is death,” and the “inheritance”
equates to “the gift of God,” which “is eternal life through Jesus Christ
our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). Then, the child of light is located (or has a
portion) in: 1) the light (Col. 1:12; 1 Jn. 1:5-7; 2:8-10; 1 Pet. 2:9), 2)
the light of life (Jn. 8:12), 3) the family of light (1 Thess. 5:5), and 4)
in the light of spiritual Jerusalem (Rev. 21:24).

THE SERVICE IS LIGHT—
THE CHILDREN OF LIGHT ARE SHINING OUT

“For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord:
walk as children of light” (Eph. 5:8). For the one who has turned from
darkness to light (Acts 26:18), and is now “light in the Lord,” there is
service that must be done. The child of light must “walk as” a child “of
light.” How does one walk as a child of light? First, by having the
proper fellowship. 1 John 1:7 points out: “But if we walk in the light,
as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” John goes on to say:
“He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as
he walked” (1 Jn. 2:6). To walk as a child of light one must walk as
Christ walked. The child of light must strive to imitate Christ, making
Him their example in life. Christ is our example of service. He came to
earth with a singular mission. John the immerser identified Christ’s
mission when he saw Jesus and announced: “Behold the Lamb of God,
which taketh away the sin of the world” (Jn. 1:29). Jesus stated His
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mission when he declared: “For the Son of man is come to seek and to
save that which was lost” (Lk. 19:10). If the One Who is the true Light
(Jn. 1:7-9) had that singular mission, what mission do the children of
light have? How did the true Light, the Grand Example to the child of
light, fulfill this mission? He shined out to the world through benevo-
lence, evangelism, and edification.

First, Christ is an example of benevolence. The miracles He
performed were to confirm the Word He taught and His power and
authority as the Son of God. However, it was no accident that many of
the miracles were done as benevolent acts. Examples of Christ’s
benevolent acts include:

• The turning of water into wine (Jn. 2:1-11)—benevolence toward
the bridegroom in providing for the needs of the feast.

• The raising of the young man of Nain (Lk. 7:11-15)—Christ has
compassion (benevolence) upon the widow woman.

• The feeding of the 5,000 (Mt. 14:13-21; Mk. 6:31-34; Lk. 9:10-
17; Jn. 6:5-15) and the feeding of the 4,000 (Mt. 15:32-39; Mk.
8:1-9)—Christ gives food to those in hunger.

• The coin in the fish’s mouth (Mt. 17:24-27)—Christ provided
money.

More miracles could be listed that would show the benevolent nature
of the One who is the true Light, but these are sufficient to show His
nature as the Light. The child of light, having Christ as his example
(1 Pet. 2:21), should shine forth in the same manner.

It must also be stated that to be in proper fellowship with Christ,
one must not only look to Jesus as an example, he must also keep His
commandments (1 Jn. 2:3-8). What does the New Testament say
concerning the Christian and benevolent actions? Consider the
following:

• “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know
that your labour is not in vain in the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58,
emphasis added).

• “As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men,
especially unto them who are of the household of faith” (Gal.
6:10).

• “Honour widows that are widows indeed” (1 Tim. 5:3, 16).
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• “Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this,
To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep
himself unspotted from the world” (Jas. 1:27). “Visit” here has
a meaning, “To look after, with the acc., take care of, tend.”8

• The example of caring for the widows (Acts 6:1-6).

• “And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and
with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself” (Lk. 10:27).
Christ’s definition and parable of action toward a neighbor—the
Good Samaritan (cf. Lk. 10:25-37).

• “Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour,
working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may
have to give to him that needeth” (Eph. 4:28, emphasis added).

• What was it that separated the sheep from the goats in the
judgment scene of Matthew 25:31-46? The sheep were identified
as those who gave food, gave drink, gave shelter, gave clothing,
and visited (looked after, took care of, or tended).

For one to be a Christian, he must be like the Great Example and keep
His commands concerning benevolence, all of which are found in the
Scriptures (Note: The “benevolence” concept taught by the liberal
advocates of the “Social-Gospel” is not found in the Scriptures and is
not followed by the faithful Christian).

Second, Christ was, is, and always will be the Greatest Evangelist
ever known. Yet, even this Greatest Evangelist could not convert every
man He taught (cf. Mt. 19:16ff). The Son of God, the Sacrifice to fulfill
His own message, declared His mission when He proclaimed: “For the
Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost” (Lk.
19:10). Jesus Christ came from heaven to save the lost and offer
salvation to every man (Mt. 1:21; 1 Tim. 2:4). This was planned by
God before the foundation of the world (Eph. 3:9).

Making the connection between Christ’s evangelistic mission and
His being the light of the world, Paul expressed:

[T]he god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which
believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is
the image of God, should shine unto them ... For God, who
commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our
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hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 4:4, 6).

Christ is that light which shines on men; and, if one will allow Him to
shine into his heart, he will gain salvation. About the Great Evangelist,
it is recorded that He preached: “Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is
at hand” (Mt. 4:17). Beyond the example He provides to the Christian,
Christ, via the Scriptures commands:

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost (Mt.
28:19).

And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature (Mk. 16:15).

While some argue that those Scriptures apply only to the apostles, there
are other Scriptures and implications which are applicable and must be
accepted/obeyed by all.

Paul, being an apostle, was definitely subject to the command to
“preach the gospel.” That he faithfully obeyed that command is seen in
the record of his mission work (cf. Acts 13-28). It was this same
apostle, Paul, who wrote to a young evangelist and commanded:“[T]he
things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same
commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also”
(2 Tim. 2:2). If Paul taught Timothy, and Timothy was to then teach
other men what Paul had taught him, and those men were to teach the
same to other men—then, the very same command to teach that applied
to the apostles, applied to Paul, applied to Timothy, applied to those
other men, ad infinitum. Therefore, it applies to every Christian living
today. Practicality must also be applied to the Christian’s responsibility
to shine out through evangelism because, the Word of God tells us that
men must hear, believe and obey the Gospel before they can come to
the Father (Mk. 16:15-16; Jn. 6:44-45).

Third, the Christian must shine out through edification of other
Christians. Christ, the true Light, was an Edifier—He built up the
brethren. Luke recorded that after His resurrection and before His
ascension, Christ “... shewed himself alive after his passion by many
infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the
things pertaining to the kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3; cf. Lk. 24:44-47).
Christ did all of these things to edify His disciples before he departed
from them, ascending back into Heaven. Going beyond what they say
about the edifying work done by Christ, the Scriptures provide
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information and instructions relative to the edifying work each
Christian is obliged to do—as ordered by the Commander-in-Chief of
God’s army. Note the following:

• The Christian is to be built up through study and is responsible
to assist others with furthering their knowledge of Christ (Eph.
4:11-16).

• Christians are to “... consider one another to provoke unto love
and to good works: Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves
together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another:
and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching” (Heb.
10:24-25).

• All the things a Christian does should be done to edify others
(1 Cor. 14:26).

• The Christian is to heed Paul’s exhortation: “Wherefore comfort
yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do”
(1 Thess. 5:11).

• And, “Let us therefore follow after the things which make for
peace, and things wherewith one may edify another” (Rom.
14:19).

• And, “Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth,
but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister
grace unto the hearers” (Eph. 4:29).

Edification comes not through knowledge (words) alone, but also
through attitude. The edifier, to be most successful in his efforts, must
possess and exhibit an attitude of service. This is evident because Paul
taught: “[B]rethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not
liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another” (Gal.
5:13, emphasis added). How does the Christian exemplify this?
Consider the example of our Lord and Savior, the Word, the true Light,
as set forth by the “apostle of Love,” John, in the passage following:

Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands,
and that he was come from God, and went to God; He riseth
from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a towel, and
girded himself. After that he poureth water into a bason, and
began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the
towel wherewith he was girded ... So after he had washed their
feet, and had taken his garments, and was set down again, he
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said unto them, Know ye what I have done to you? Ye call me
Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. If I then, your
Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash
one another's feet. For I have given you an example, that ye
should do as I have done to you (Jn. 13:3-5, 12-15).

What was the example given by our Master and Lord? Is it for one to
go and wash others’ feet? If that is the need another has, then that is the
need that should be fulfilled. Here the example of the Lord is seen. The
Creator, the Word, the true Light that came to earth in the flesh (Jn.
1:1-14) bends Himself to perform one of the lowliest acts a host would
offer in that culture. The need was evident. The ones attending the
dinner had traveled some distance on a dirt road, probably wearing
open toed sandals. Their feet were dirty. In that day, as a show of
respect, and to comfort his guests, the host would typically provide a
servant to wash the visitors’ feet. However, in the case of John 13:3-15,
with no host present, and with a failure of all those who would call Him
“Master” and “Lord” to rise and wash any others’ feet, the Master and
Lord of all—the King of kings and Lord of lords (1 Tim. 6:5; Rev.
17:14; 19:16)—rose and served His disciples. The lesson for the
Christian obvious—“If there is work to be done, I am the one to do the
work.” That is the example set for the Christian by his Master and
Lord, the King of kings!

Edification of words and service is not enough for the one who will
shine as the true Light shone. Love must also be within the one serving.
For edification to be done in God’s desired way, it must be done out of
love. “Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every
one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not
knoweth not God; for God is love” (1 Jn. 4:7-8). The Christian by love
serves and serves to love, by love teaches and teaches to love. Christ
shows us, as that true Light, the Great Example, the perfect way of
love. It was in love that He came to this world (Jn. 3:16; 15:13). It was
in love that He gave His life as a sacrifice for the sins of man (Rom.
5:8-9). The Christian brings forth love for others by heeding the
principles Paul set forth, when he instructed:

Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil;
cleave to that which is good. Be kindly affectioned one to
another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another;
Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord;
Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in
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prayer; Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospital-
ity. Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse not.
Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that
weep. Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high
things, but condescend to men of low estate. Be not wise in your
own conceits. Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide
things honest in the sight of all men. If it be possible, as much as
lieth in you, live peaceably with all men (Rom. 12:9-18).

Likewise, the faithful Christian will produce “the fruit of the
Spirit.” Identifying that fruit, Paul affirmed: “But the fruit of the Spirit
is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meek-
ness, temperance: against such there is no law” (Gal. 5:22-23). Each
must examine himself to see if he possesses and exhibits:

• Love: That is “affectionate regard, goodwill, benevolence. With
reference to God’s love, it is God’s willful direction toward man.
It involves God doing what He knows is best for man and not
necessarily what man desires.”9 Am I showing love as God
showed love?

• Joy: God created man, created the world for man, sent His Son
to offer salvation from sin to man, and established the church
wherein there is fellowship with other Christians. Am I showing
joy (gladness) for God’s gifts?

• Peace:

Particularly in a single sense, the opposite of war and dissension
... Among individuals, peace, harmony ... Metaphorically peace
of mind, tranquility, arising from reconciliation with God and a
sense of a divine favor ... God is said to be a God of peace, not
as one who needs peace, but one who dispenses peace. He
expects peace of His people, meaning the absence of
confusion.10

Am I a product of the single Source of light and therefore shining
with a singleness of purpose?

• Longsuffering: The Christian is the one who will show “self-
restraint before proceeding to action. The quality of a person who
is able to avenge himself yet refrains from doing so ... patience
in respect to persons.”11 Am I showing godly tolerance towards
others?
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• Gentleness: “It is the grace which pervades the whole nature,
mellowing all which would be been [sic.] harsh and austere ...
The word is descriptive of one’s disposition ...”12 How do I
approach others—am I harsh or am I gentle in my dealings with
others?

• Goodness:

Beneficence, in Gal. 5:22 referred to as goodness, but the Eng.
word includes several pleasing qualities whereas the Gr. word
refers to one particular quality. It is more than ... gentleness,
kindness, a mellowing of character. It is character energized,
expressing itself in ... benevolence, active good. There is more
activity in agathōsúnē [goodness] than in chrēstótēs [gentle-
ness]. Agathōsúnē [goodness] does not spare sharpness and
rebuke to cause good (agathón) in others. A person may display
his agathōsúnē, his zeal for goodness and truth, in rebuking,
correcting, or chastising.13

Am I one who does what is good, what is right, what is needed—
do I show God’s benevolence?

• Faith: The Christian must have faith in order to please God (Heb.
11:1, 6). The necessity to have a belief, or conviction, a persua-
sion that leads one to action. Faith is not inactive or passive. It is
active and because of one’s conviction by its persuasion. Am I a
“faither”—do I have a conviction from God that leads me to
active participation in God’s will?

• Meekness:

Meekness, but not in a man’s outward behavior only, nor in his
relations to his fellow man or his mere natural disposition ... It
is that attitude of spirit we accept God’s dealings with us as good
and do not dispute or resist ... Therefore, prautēs [meekness] is
getting angry at the right time, in the right measure, and for the
right reason ... it is a condition of mind and heart which demon-
strates gentleness, not in weakness, but in power. It is a balance
born in strength of character.14

Am I a man like Christ, with my anger under control, showing
power with gentleness?

• Temperance: The ASV has “self-control” as a better way of
expressing this particular trait. Am I one who can control self?

The child of light should walk as the Light did.
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CONCLUSION

There is a children’s song that illustrates the metaphor of compar-
ing the Christian and the Christian life to light. It goes in part:

This little light of mine,
I’m gonna let it shine.

Hide it under a bushel? No!
I’m gonna let it shine.

Don’t let Satan blow it out,
I’m gonna let it shine.

Let it shine til Jesus comes,
I’m gonna let it shine.

“[C]hildren of light” (1 Thess. 5:5) have turned “from darkness to light,
and from the power of Satan unto God” (Acts 26:18). They now walk
“as children of light” (Eph. 5:8). The need for children of light to keep
their lights shining constant and true is illustrated by the following:

We stopped at a garage just at dusk one evening. Something
about the engine needed attention. A mechanic examined the
trouble while a helper stood by, directing the beams of a
powerful flashlight into the recesses under the hood. Something
attracted the helper’s attention. He turned away and in doing so
inadvertently turned off the light. The mechanic looked up, and
with good-humored impatience exclaimed: “Shine your light!
What are you here for anyway?”

Our Savior—Our Source—Our Salvation says: “Let your light so shine
before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your
Father which is in heaven” (Mt. 5:16). Perhaps, the children’s song
needs to be an adult song, and we all should frequently and loudly sing:

Let it shine,

Let it shine,

Let it shine.

Maybe the vernacular of the last illustration needs to be remembered—
“Shine your light! What are you here for anyway?”

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
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2 A.T. Robertson, Word Pictures in the New Testament (Nashville, TN:
Broadman Press, 1931), 4:34.
3 Charles A. Wanamaker, The Epistles to the Thessalonians: A Commentary
on the Greek Text (Grand Rapids, MI: W.B. Eerdmans, 1990), 182.
4 The Pulpit Commentary: 1 Thessalonians, ed. H. D. M. Spence-Jones
(Bellingham, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 2004), 103.
5 Wanamaker, 182.
6 Richard Melson, “The Coming of ‘The Day of the Lord,’” Studies in 1 and
2 Thessalonians and Philemon, ed. Dub McClish (Denton, TX: Valid
Publications, Inc., 1988), 173.
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10 Ibid., “1515. εÆρήνη.”
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